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(Regional focus) 
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Overview

Review of Washington’s labor market by region 

Regional labor market resources and tools
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Washington State

3 Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics; Not seasonally adjusted 
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Washington’s
Workforce Development Areas



Annualized job growth in the region
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Annualized job growth by region 
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Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics; Not seasonally adjusted 
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Unemployment by area

7 Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics



Olympic WDA 
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Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics/Local Area Unemployment Statistics

SA = Seasonally adjusted



Olympic WDA 
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Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics

-20%

-15%

-10%

-5%

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

Jan-08 Jan-09 Jan-10 Jan-11 Jan-12 Jan-13 Jan-14 Jan-15 Jan-16 Jan-17 Jan-18 Jan-19

Percent change in jobs since recession

 Clallam  Jefferson  Kitsap  WA (SA)



Pacific Mountain WDA
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SA = Seasonally adjusted

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics/Local Area Unemployment Statistics



Pacific Mountain WDA
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Northwest WDA
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SA = Seasonally adjusted

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics/Local Area Unemployment Statistics



Northwest WDA
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Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics/Local Area Unemployment Statistics
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Southwest WDA
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Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics/Local Area Unemployment Statistics

SA = Seasonally adjusted



Southwest WDA

15

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics/Local Area Unemployment Statistics
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Puget Sound Region
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Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics/Local Area Unemployment Statistics

SA = Seasonally adjusted



Puget Sound Region
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Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics/Local Area Unemployment Statistics
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North Central WDA
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Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics/Local Area Unemployment Statistics

SA = Seasonally adjusted



North Central WDA
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Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics/Local Area Unemployment Statistics
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South Central WDA
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Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics/Local Area Unemployment Statistics

SA = Seasonally adjusted



South Central WDA
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Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics/Local Area Unemployment Statistics
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Eastern Region
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Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics/Local Area Unemployment Statistics

SA = Seasonally adjusted



Eastern Region
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Kennewick-Pasco-Richland Region
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Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics/Local Area Unemployment Statistics

SA = Seasonally adjusted



Kennewick-Pasco-Richland Region
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Spokane Region
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Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics/Local Area Unemployment Statistics

SA = Seasonally adjusted



Spokane Region
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Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics
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Regional labor market resources

 LMI provides regional data on a variety of subjects:
 Population and labor force trends
 Industry and occupational employment trends and 

projections
 Wage and benefit information
 Career information relating to skills and education

 Data are often available at different geographic levels
 e.g., State, county, metro area, workforce development 

region, etc.
28



Regional labor market resources

How can regional LMI data help me as a Workforce 
Development professional?
 Better understand the workers in my region, their availability and 

their capabilities
 Analyze the economic trends affecting my workforce
 Identify job opportunities, and match workers to those job 

opportunities
 Enhance grant proposals
 Support regional planning

29



Regional labor market resources 
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• Employment data

• Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages (QCEW)  -https://www.bls.gov/cew/

• Current Employment Statistics (CES) - https://www.bls.gov/ces/

• Occupational Employment Statistics - https://www.bls.gov/oes/

• Wage/Income data

• Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages (QCEW)  -https://www.bls.gov/cew/

• Current Employment Statistics (CES) - https://www.bls.gov/ces/

• Occupational Employment Statistics - https://www.bls.gov/oes/

• Total Personal and Per Capita Income - https://www.bea.gov/regional/reis

• Labor Force data

• Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS) - https://www.bls.gov/lau/

• Current Population Survey (CPS) - https://www.bls.gov/cps/

• Local Employment Dynamics (LED) - https://lehd.ces.census.gov/

https://www.bls.gov/cew/
https://www.bls.gov/ces/
https://www.bls.gov/oes/
https://www.bls.gov/cew/
https://www.bls.gov/ces/
https://www.bls.gov/oes/
https://www.bea.gov/regional/reis
https://www.bls.gov/lau/
https://www.bls.gov/cps/
https://lehd.ces.census.gov/


Regional labor market resources
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• Demographic data

• Decennial Census - https://www.census.gov/

• American Community Survey - https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/

• Office of Financial Management- https://www.ofm.wa.gov/washington-data-
research/population-demographics

• Career Planning Data

• Occupational and Industry Projections – http://www.projectionscentral.com/

• Washington State Occupational and Industry Projections 
https://esd.wa.gov/labormarketinfo/projections

• Occupational Information Network – https://www.onetcenter.org/

• CareerOneStop/American Career Info Net -

https://www.careeronestop.org/Toolkit/toolkit.aspx

https://www.census.gov/
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/
https://www.ofm.wa.gov/washington-data-research/population-demographics
http://www.projectionscentral.com/
https://esd.wa.gov/labormarketinfo/projections
https://www.onetcenter.org/
https://www.careeronestop.org/Toolkit/toolkit.aspx


www.esd.wa.gov/labormarketinfo
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The conversation does 
not stop here
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No longer a secret

 State labor market information

 Regional labor market information

 Unemployment Insurance

 Research/forecasting

 Federal and state reporting

 Econometric research/analysis

 Performance measurement

 Agricultural studies

 Program evaluation and net 
impact analysis

 Industry/sector research

 Bureau of Labor Statistics 
Programs

35 …and much much more.



Continue the conversation
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 Labor Market Information Director 
Steven Ross

Steven.ross@ESD.WA.GOV

mailto:Steven.ross@ESD.WA.GOV

