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Meeting details 

Date: Thursday, June 17, 2021 
 
Time: 8:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 
 
Location: Virtual meeting due to COVID-19  
 
Committee members present 

• Jonathan DeVaney 
• Michael Gempler 
• Delia Peña 
• Jeff Perrault 
• Rosalinda Guillen 
 

Non-voting agency representatives 
• Todd Phillips 
• Uriel Iniguez 
• Ignacio Marquez  
 

Committee members absent 
• Michele Besso 
• Ramon Torres 
• Victoria Ruddy 

 
ESD staff  

• Craig Carroll 
• Alberto Isiordia 
• Tamara Johnson 
• Dan Zeitlin 
• Rene Maldonado 
• Cara Mia Stearns-Vance 
• Oscar Cerda 

 
Summary 
Meeting Recorded 
This meeting was recorded and is available on https://esd.wa.gov/newsroom/Ag-committee 

Welcome and Introductions 
Employment Security Department (ESD) Policy Director, Dan Zeitlin, welcomed everyone and asked 
Tamara Johnson to take roll. Roll was taken and it was determined that we did not have a quorum so the 
meeting start was delayed until other committee members could join with 5 members ultimately joining so 
the meeting could proceed.  

Agenda    Recording timestamp 00:08:50 
Dan Zeitlin reviewed the agenda for the meeting and asked if anyone had any questions. (See Addendum I.) 

Meeting Minutes   Recording timestamp 00:10:53 
Dan Zeitlin requested that everyone review the meeting minutes for May 20, 2021 and provide their 
feedback. Mike Gempler made a motion to approve the minutes and Jon DeVaney seconded the motion. 
Meeting minutes were approved. 

Agricultural and Seasonal Workforce Services 
Advisory Committee 

https://esd.wa.gov/newsroom/Ag-committee
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ASWS Office Update    Recording timestamp 00:11:45 

Oscar Cerda reported the office is currently recruiting for compliance specialists to be located in Auburn 
and Omak. We have candidates for Kennewick and Walla Walla locations and are proceeding with hiring 
process. 

H-2A Application Data Report        Recording timestamp 00:32:58 
Cara Mia Stearns-Vance reported on H-2A application data. 
 

  2021 2020 
Status of Applications # of 

Applications 

# of Workers 
Requested/ # of 

Applications 

# of Workers 
Requested/ 

Labor Certifications* Labor Certifications* 

Received/Processed 312 27,982 287 25,808 
Commenced 243 22,279 205 20,485 
Withdrawn  10 565 19 2,589 

*The numbers reported are not reflective of the number of foreign workers that actually arrive in Washington State. 
 

FLC Budget           Recording timestamp 00:44:00 
Cara Mia Stearns-Vance reported that Congress enacted a $6 million increase in funding for the 
Administration of the Foreign Labor Certification Program, at the State Level,  for the next fiscal year.  

• From that federal appropriation, ESD’s FLC Program received a $172,579 increase to our FLC 
grant for the next year. 

Customer Experience Survey - Report Recommendations Progress  Recording timestamp 00:46:49 
Gustavo Aviles reported ASWS Advisory Committee members met with ESD’s customer experience team 
and that internal resources are limited for the study.  

• A draft request for quotes & qualifications from outside vendors will be sent to AC members 

L & I Updates – Uriel Iniguez, Cat Gregersen, Steve Yunker Recording timestamp 00:55:45 

L&I Outreach update – Uriel Ingiruez   Recording timestamp 00:56:26 
Wildfire Smoke Rules update – Cat Gregersen  Recording timestamp 00:58:20 
Ag Compliance Unit Inspections update – Steve Yunker  Recording timestamp 01:09:00 

 

DOH Updates – Todd Phillips, Michelle Holshue, Tia Dostal, Michelle Chung, Darius Basemore 
Recording timestamp 01:22:00      

Michelle Holshue & Tia Dostal presented:   Recording timestamp 01:22:37 
 COVID-19 Outbreaks in Agricultural work settings, Washington State, 2020 (See Addendum II.) 
Michelle Chung & Darius Basemore presented:   Recording timestamp 01:47:50 
 Agriculture & Food Production Workers Vaccine Operations Update (See Addendum III.) 
 

Future Agenda Items       Recording timestamp 02:35:15 

• Updates on efforts to improve the domestic worker recruitment and referral system. 
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Public Comments       Recording timestamp 02:36:20 

Susan Kopicki 
Edgar Franks 

Adjourned 
Dan Zeitlin thanked everyone for their continued active participation and for their commitment to this 
work, then ended the meeting at 11:27 a.m. 
 

2021 Meetings 

The next Agricultural and Seasonal Workforce Services Advisory Committee meeting is on: 
• July 15, 2021 – 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. – WebEx Meeting 

 
Addendums 

ADDENDUM I. 
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Contact information 

Dan Zeitlin, Director of Policy, Data, Performance & Integrity Division DZeitlin@ESD.WA.GOV 

Employment Security Department ● Policy, Data, Performance and Integrity 

mailto:DZeitlin@ESD.WA.GOV

