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Meeting details 

Date: Wednesday, February 21, 2024 
Time: 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Location: ZOOM 
  
Committee members present 

• Delia Peña 
• Elizabeth Strater (Proxy for Victoria 

Ruddy) 
• Edgar Franks 
• Jeff Perrault 
• Michele Besso 
• Michael Gempler 
• Rosalinda Guillen 
• Ranie Haas (Proxy for Jon Devaney) 

Non-voting agency representatives 
• Uriel Iñiguez (LNI) 
• Juan Gamez (DOH) 
 

 
 

Committee members absent 
• Ignacio Marquez (WSDA) 

 
ESD staff 

• Joy Adams 
• Bertha J. Clayton 
• Vickie Carlson 
• Petra Meraz 
• Olivia Gutierrez 
• Caitlyn Jekel 
• Josh Dye 

 
 
 
 
 

Summary 
Meeting Recorded 
This meeting was recorded and is available on https://esd.wa.gov/newsroom/Ag-committee 

Welcome, Housekeeping and Introductions 
Employment Security Department (ESD) Policy Director, Joy Adams, welcomed everyone, addressed 
housekeeping items. 

Agenda      Recording timestamp 00:01:14 

Joy Adams reviewed the agenda for the meeting and asked if anyone had any questions. (See Addendum I.) 

ASWS Office Update – ASWS Office, ESD (See Addendum II.)  Recording timestamp 00:04:52 

ASWS Office & Compliance – Bertha J. Clayton, Director, ASWS Office                           
OFLC Monitoring Audit Outcome 
JLARC Audit Update 
Compliance Statistics                                                                                                     Recording timestamp 00:12:29 

FLC Applications – Petra Meraz, Supervisor, FLC Program                                  Recording timestamp 00:14:39 

Agricultural and Seasonal Workforce Services 
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Questions & Answers / Comments: 

Roll Call – Vickie Carlson, Management Analyst, ASWS Office, ESD                         Recording timestamp 00:20:28 

Employment Security Department (ESD) Policy Director, Joy Adams, asked Vickie Carlson to take roll. 
Eight voting members were present. (Quorum) 

Open Committee Discussion (See Addendum III.)                                                   Recording timestamp 00:22:04 
Domestic Recruitment 
Items that surfaced during Open Discussion Time: 

1. Hiring 
• Is it harder for farmworkers to apply, or are the local workers even applying for the jobs because 

they believe that these jobs are already being done by the H-2A workers? 
2. Worker union Perspective:  
• Domestics go to the farms that have H-2A workers- local workers are being offerred a lower wage 

than H-2A. 
• 40hrs a week guaranteed for H-2A workers, not for local (skagit, whatcom counties) 
• Fear of retailiation if the community finds out that a complaint was made. 
3. Advisory Chair reminded the group to not specify the Employers names as this is an open, public 

meeting. 

2024 WA State Legislative Updates (See Addendum IV.)                                          Recording timestamp 01:12:32   
Josh Dye, Legislative Affairs Manager, Executive Programs, ESD 
Caitlyn Jekel, Government Relations Director, Executive Programs, ESD 

House Bill 2226 – H-2A and Fruit Harvester Survey                                                

2024 ASWS Report - Introduction & Timeline                                                               

Approval of the January 17th 2024 ASWS Meeting Minutes – Joy Adams               Recording timestamp 01:21:54 

• Motion to approve the January 17th meeting minutes- Mike Gempler,  
• 2nd from Elizabeth Strater.  
• Motion carries unanamously. 

Good of the Order – Joy Adams                                                                                Recording timestamp 02:11:33 

Future Agenda Items 
• Status update requested on the State Monitor Advocate position vacancy 

Dr. Stephanie Colter requested that her attendance be captured. Message sent by direct chat at 
14:39:02 

Public Comments        

None 

Adjourned 
Joy Adams thanked everyone for their continued active participation and for their commitment to this 
work. Meeting adjourned: 3:00 PM. 
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2024 Meetings 

The next Agricultural and Seasonal Workforce Services Advisory Committee meeting is on: 
• March 20, 2024 – 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. – In person and Zoom, 212 Maple Park Ave SE, 

Olympia, WA 
Addendums 
 

 
ADDENDUM I. 

 
 

ADDENDUM II.  
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ADDENDUM III. 
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ADDENDUM IV. 
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ADDENDUM V. 
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Contact information 

Joy Adams, Director of Employment System Policy & Integrity Division joy.adams@esd.wa.gov 

Employment Security Department ● Employment System Policy & Integrity 

mailto:joy.adams@esd.wa.gov

