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Meeting details 

Date: Wednesday, January 17, 2024 
Time: 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Location: ZOOM 
  
Committee members present 

• Jon DeVaney 
• Delia Peña 
• Michele Besso 
• Mike Gempler 
• Rosalinda Guillen 
• Elizabeth Strater 

Non-voting agency representatives 
• Ignacio Marquez 
• Uriel Iñiguez 
• Juan Gamez 

 

Committee members absent 
• Edgar Franks 
• Jeff Perrault 

 
 
ESD staff 

• Joy Adams 
• Bertha Clayton 
• Vickie Carlson 
• Petra Meraz 

 
 

Summary 
Meeting Recorded 
This meeting was recorded and is available on https://esd.wa.gov/newsroom/Ag-committee 

Welcome and Agenda      
Employment Security Department (ESD) Policy Director, Joy Adams, welcomed everyone, reviewed the 
agenda for the meeting and asked if anyone had any questions. (See Addendum I.) 

2024 Legislative Session Briefing – Joy Adams, Policy Director, ESD                  Recording timestamp 00:01:08 
Call to the committee’s attention that we have a bill regarding H-2A workers in both the House and the 
Senate. This bill is early on and has not been heard in the Senate, it was only heard in the House (Labor and 
Workplace Standards Committee) this morning. HB 2226 and its companion; SB 5996  – Concerning 
collecting data on the H-2A worker program and from certain hand harvesters – pears and blueberries, We 
will have more information on these in February. 

ASWS Office Update – ASWS Office, ESD  (See Addendum II.)  Recording timestamp 00:03:23 
ASWS Office & Compliance Update – Bertha Clayton, Director, ASWS Office                                   
OFLC  Monitoring and JLARC Audit Updates 
ASWS Education & Employer Training:  

• NCAE Conference 
• Washington Growers League H-2A Conference 
•  WA Workforce Association - breakout session presentation 
• WA Tree Fruit Association – HORT Expo Supervisor Training presentation 

Agricultural and Seasonal Workforce Services 
Advisory Committee 

https://esd.wa.gov/newsroom/Ag-committee
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.leg.wa.gov%2Fbillsummary%3FBillNumber%3D2226%26Year%3D2023%26Initiative%3Dfalse&data=05%7C02%7Cvickie.carlson%40esd.wa.gov%7C1759f06ed9044b89b8d808dc16da124e%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638410373069871516%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=scvDpHm6ATEW%2BR2N79XVfChCy%2FNMUJ2OFrVk1UlKPj8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.leg.wa.gov%2Fbillsummary%3FBillNumber%3D5996%26Chamber%3DSenate%26Year%3D2023&data=05%7C02%7Cvickie.carlson%40esd.wa.gov%7C1759f06ed9044b89b8d808dc16da124e%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638410373069877937%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2UdFxEdoL48IpZw8n13mxb7b52JRDCHlKbMXh38nKW0%3D&reserved=0
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• Complaint Statistics                                                                                           Recording timestamp 00:15:45       
• ASWS Goals & Objectives – 2024 
• Compliance Exercises                                                                                       Recording timestamp 00:19:59 

FLC Applications – Petra Meraz, Supervisor, FLC Program                                  Recording timestamp 00:29:41 

Questions & Answers / Comments: 
Mike: What’s the difference between a comenced and an active? Petra: Comenced means the contract has 
started, and active means the workers are actually working. 

Temporary Worker Housing Inspections – Clarification (See Addendum III.)      Recording timestamp 00:37:24                                                     
Joy Adams, Policy Director, ESD 
Bertha J. Clayton, Director, ASWS Office, ESD 
Gerald Caird, Lodging Program Supervisor, DOH               

Questions & Answers / Comments: 
John: Do you have an idea of a timeline for a communication going out to the industry specifying new 
process, procedures and point of contacts regarding inspections?  
Bertha: ESD will be revising its agreement with DOH and LNI about how these housing inspections are 
conducted; as far as expected timeframe; we are 6-8 months out. It will be after this season, and we will be 
working together as a team to communicate with stakeholders, get feedback and make sure everyone is fully 
informed along the way. Please reach out to me as a point of contact if any questions arise. 

Roll Call – Vickie Carlson, Management Analyst, ASWS Office, ESD                  Recording timestamp 00:45:07 
Employment Security Department (ESD) Policy Director, Joy Adams, asked Vickie Carlson to take roll. Six 
voting members were present. Motion to approve the October 18 & Novemebr 8th meeting minutes- Mike 
Gempler, 2nd from Elizabeth Strater. Motion carries. 

2024 Meeting Schedule – Joy Adams                                                                        Recording timestamp 00:49:10      
Motion to accept the 2024 ASWS Meeting Schedule – Michele Besso, 2nd from Mike Gempler. Motion 
carries. 

ESD Agricultural Recruitment Customer Experience Study Phase II (Fall): Findings and 
Recommendations (See Addendum IV.)                                                                     Recording timestamp 00:54:00 

Anusha Yadav, User Experience Researcher, Anthro-Tech, Inc. 
Lacey Jacoby, User Experience Researcher, Anthro-Tech, Inc. 

Questions & Answers / Comments: 
Michele: Really appreciates the work and the clear presentation. The struggle to clearly define the outreach 
worker has been there from the beginning. I feel like there might be room there for some improvement.  
Mike: Agrees with Michele regarding the MSFW outreach worker. 
Ignacio: Thank you, I also agree with Michele and Mike… and as a previous ESD employee who managed 
some workers at WorkSource offices- I can tell you that it’s difficult to explain your job to someone who 
has not done the work or have any background in farmwork and even more difficult to get your supervisor 
to support you. 

2024 Planning – Bertha Clayton, Director, ASWS Office (See Addendum V.)         Recording timestamp 01:48:48 
• Committee Focus Areas for 2024 
• Member Expectations 
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Questions & Answers / Comments: 
Jon: Looking again at the minutes from the November meeting; we had a discussion around that language 
on the 2024 goal. I think we changed it from “reducing the number of H-2A positions requested” to just 
reducing the need for the program by improving; or the number of positions in the program by maximizing 
domestic recruitment. 

Good of the Order – Joy Adams                                                                                Recording timestamp 01:52:48   
Future Agenda Items                                                                                                          
Jon: Request for ESD to provide meeting materials (at least the questions that we're going to want to be 
thinking about) to the committee well in advance of the next meeting so that members are able to come 
prepared and aren’t spending limited committee discussion time thinking about our responses. 
Joy: We will do everything we can to get this out as soon as possible. 
 
Public Comment 

Adjourned 
Joy Adams thanked everyone for their continued active participation and for their commitment to this 
work, then ended the meeting at 3:00 p.m. 

2024 Meetings 

The next Agricultural and Seasonal Workforce Services Advisory Committee meeting is on: 
• March 20, 2024 – 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 a.m. – In-Person: 212 Maple Park Ave SE, Olympia, WA 98501 
Addendums 
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ADDENDUM II.  
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ADDENDUM III. 
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ADDENDUM IV. 
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Contact information 

Joy Adams, Director of Employment System Policy & Integrity Division joy.adams@esd.wa.gov 

Employment Security Department ● Employment System Policy & Integrity 

mailto:joy.adams@esd.wa.gov

